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As we near the fifth anniversary of the worst foreign relations fiasco in our country’s history we should all take time to reflect. I’m talking about the illegal invasion of Iraq, and the ongoing illegal occupation of Iraq.

Our American casualty count is nearing 4,000. Our official count of the wounded is close to 30,000. How many more of America’s finest must die or suffer what might be life-long injuries?   The cost to Americans in dollars is around $700 billion dollars.  
In the years to come the figure is estimated at THREE TRILLION DOLLARS as we care for our wounded vets from this war of George W. Bush’s. The war is costing us $338,000,000 per day! We are borrowing to pay for this war of choice. Your children and mine, your grandchildren and mine will be paying for this gross misconduct of George W. Bush, Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, Condoleezza Rice, Colin Powell and others for decades to come. Because of this “war bill”, we neglect our country’s infrastructure, our schools, our healthcare, our economy and our future!
We should also never forget the other victims in this wrongful war: the innocent people of Iraq. Total deaths to date are well over 655,000 (an estimate from Johns Hopkins over a year ago). Due to our invasion FOUR MILLION Iraqis are displaced. Some sought refuge in neighboring countries, while others are refugees in their own country.  In much of Iraq medicines and medical equipment are in sure supply. Children are starving right now. They suffer dysentery due to lack of clean water. One more time:

Iraq and Saddam Hussein had nothing to do with 9/11. We were told lies, period.

In 2002 when Congress was asked to vote to allow GWB to have authority to take action if needed, many Americans sent pleas to their representatives not to go along with this. Then as now, such persons were accused of being unpatriotic or worse. While the war proponents in Washington generated the lies that led us to war, our mainstream media willingly and excitedly passed on these lies to a gullible population, a population that was fed fear on a weekly basis.

America has been divided. The “decider” (GWB) set the stage for this division when he said on matter of the war “you’re either with us or against us”.  I’ve watched in frustration and sadness as I witnessed the power of propaganda divide this country into blue states/red states; into pro-war and pro-peace factions. I watched as those who dissented against the war drums were called unpatriotic. People who dared speak the truth were called traitors or simply dismissed. Phil Donahue invited guests to express both sides of the issue, for this he lost his program.

Two quotes that are appropriate:  George Orwell: “In a time of universal deceit, telling the truth becomes a revolutionary act.” Edward R. Murrow:  “We must not confuse dissent with disloyalty, when the loyal opposition dies; I think the soul of America dies with it.”

It is time to reflect, time to heal. In order for healing to begin, America must first address the horrific error that is the Iraq Invasion and occupation. Those who rushed us to war, those who criticized the voices of reason, and those who would not listen to reason must now come out publicly in some forum to admit to these wrongs.

Precedent has been set in the ways of healing a nation. Rwandans, after a grizzly genocide healed in part by having survivors and murderers coming face to face with one another; South Africans came together after much killing, again the survivors and perpetrators of murder and mayhem, met face to face. 

America too could benefit simply by having our media start discussing how wrongful our invasion has been, what a mistake, apologize for fueling that wrongful invasion. Have Congressional hearings NOW to discuss and get on the record all the deceitful steps that led us to this horrific debacle. ACCOUNTABITY, via impeachment and trials of those who caused this worst foreign policy ever will help the world to forgive what we have done.
America can heal, but we must first face up to what we’ve done.
