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On August 1st the Straits Area Concerned Citizens for Peace & Justice film of the week was POISON DUST: Depleted Uranium the next Agent Orange. Let me share some startling facts about depleted uranium (DU).

DU has a half life of 4 billion years. It’s not going to disappear. Between the first Gulf War and the current one the U.S. has dropped 2,200 tons of DU.

Our troops walk, sleep, fight surrounded by DU particles. They may ingest it, they may breathe it into their bodies; they may receive wounds that cause DU to enter. DU is in the sand, the water and in the air.

Where does it come from? It comes from bombs and other forms of munitions. Upon impact the bombs go boom, and the DU is sprayed all over.

Remember the first Gulf War? Remember how few troops died in combat? The number was around 148.

Since 2002, an additional 10,324 First Gulf War vets have died, and 221,502 are on disability.

It’s not only the veterans who are paying a price for the DU exposure. Like many young people, they decided to have children. The number of these children with leukemia is staggering. Deformities are also a problem. Many of the same deformities seen in Iraqi infants are being seen in American babies born to vets exposed to DU. We’re talking serious deformities, such as little flippers sticking out from the shoulders, no ears, no eyes, fingers fused together and worse.
The levels of DU in many parts of Iraq (including where our troops are serving) is so high, it’s like having a chest x-ray every two minutes.

What of the Iraqis who have to live in Iraq with DU that will be there for 4 billion years? Since the first Gulf War Iraqis have had a 700%-1000% increase in cancers (from 1990-1999 our troops exposed to DU malignant cancers are up 300%).  Deformities in the babies in Iraq…a 400%-600% increase since First Gulf War.

Our troops who survive Iraq in one piece are likely to return home carrying a package of DU within their cells. This little package can have a huge impact on their own health in the years ahead, as well as carrying severe risks to any children they may bring into the world.
Our troops shouldn’t be at risk for Bush’s, Cheney’s, Condi’s, Powell’s and Rumsfeld’s war of choice, a war for control of Mid-East oil, a war for the benefit of greedy war profiteers. Our troops should not be used this way. Bring these precious men and women home.
