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Recently the community had the opportunity to learn more about Global Warming. The Straits Area Concerned Citizens for Peace & Justice recruited Mike Powers of Greenpeace to come and talk to citizens in the area. The meeting was held at our local library.

Global warming is for real. It’s here and we all have to join in the effort to stop it from getting any worse. If you haven’t seen Al Gore’s movie An Inconvenient Truth, you want to rent it, when it becomes available, buy it (comes out on Nov 24th). This is the “MUST SEE” film of the century.
Most of us love it in N. Michigan because of the lakes and rivers and FORESTS.  Our forests are at risk NOW.  Each year we receive less and less rainfall and snowfall, thus leaving the soil with less moisture. In addition the shorter winters, allow insects to do damage for longer periods of time each year. Our wetlands are also at risk. 
Can you imagine our communities without our precious woods? I can’t. I hope you are asking yourself: “what can I do to help the environment?”

There are many things each of us can do. If we all did even one of the things I’m going to list we could make a huge impact.

Did you know that if every American replaced just one incandescent light-bulb with a fluorescent bulb it would be like taking 10,000 cars off the road.

So the next time you replace burned out bulbs, why not purchase a longer lasting, energy efficient fluorescent bulb.
What else can you do? RECYCLE, REUSE, REDUCE, AND RESTORE as much as possible. There is a recycling cite in Petoskey off of M-31, about a mile south of La Senorita’s. They take newspapers, glass, cans, most plastics #1 and #2, and cardboard.
Plant at least one tree every year. Turn your thermometers down in the winter, not only will you save money, but jointly our country will require less fuel. Drive less often.  Did you know that burning just one gallon of gas puts 5 pounds of carbon into the atmosphere?
Write or call your representatives. Ask them to make our environment/fighting Global Warming a priority. If Brazil get wean itself off of oil surely the United States of American can do so as well. If we could become energy independent we would not need to depend on oil from the Middle East. If we didn’t need oil, never again would a soldier need die for oil for our automobiles. Make no mistake about it, people do die over “control” of oil access.

Together, Americans can make great changes happen. It happens one town and one city at a time. For more information go to: www.michiganhotseat.org, www.ucsusa.org, or call 1-877-828-6871, and ask for Karen Martin.

