May Day
By Jim Ramelis 

I grew up in Detroit in the fifties and the sixties. Back then it was a good thing to be from Detroit. It was also a good thing if your mom and Dad came home from work with dirty fingernails and a little grease on their work pants. It meant that your parents worked for living and in Detroit that usually meant that you had some food in your belly, a decent house to live in, a good school to go to, and medical care. 

This was all because Detroit was a unionized town of workers. May Day was actually celebrated back then. There were dinners at union halls and parades. It was a good thing to celebrate May Day because it was great to be an American worker. The best part was nobody called you a "commie". If someone had called some of those raw boned Poles, Appalachians, or African Americans, most of whom had fought in World War II or Korea a "commie", they just might have gotten a busted nose. Being a worker who thought they had a fair compensation package coming for their labors and being a patriot was all part of the local psyche. 
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The Reagan revolution came and being an American worker wasn't so great anymore. The great actor from hollyweird was central casting's answer to what a president was supposed to look like and talk like. Nancy, his wife said being president was the biggest and best role `Ronnie ever had. he was the most scripted president in history (until Bush 43) the former president of the screen actors union canned the striking air traffic controllers who wouldn't go back to work when ordered to and a new era began. Big brother media told us over and over that those air traffic controllers were overpaid and under worked and working people all over America starting agreeing. The rich and the powerful knew they were onto something now. Social Security was doing fine so Ronnie gave a monster tax decrease to his filthy rich supporters and robbed the social security fund. Reagan was a reverse `robin hood' of sorts, that the right has made an icon.  We soon start worshipping at the altar of "American idol". where we workers started believing that we are all individual isolated money making machines and all that is important is who gets the prize and who makes the most money. Doing a good job and getting the pay a worker deserved was becoming out of style. The "me" generation was born. Now it was all about greed and "me". The rich man now had the mind of the American worker. 

 

The Reagan revolution can be summarized like this: In 1980 we were the world's greatest exporter of manufactured goods, now we are the world's greatest importer of manufactured goods. The American right wing has did what the Communists and the Nazis couldn't do, and American worker has been beaten down. And thanks to the greatest propaganda machine the world has ever known, many American workers cheered for the very leaders that were beating them down.

You have no brothers or sisters in this real life "Survivor Island" called America now'. We thump our Bibles on Sunday and say `love your neighbor" on Sunday and stab our brother in the back on Monday. The solidarity of worker has been broken. Meantime the Republicans talked of family values, and many American workers bought it. With the help of Big Brother media the greed and isolation that now infected our nation like a disease of the spirit or soul was epidemic, and some how it was all  the dreaded `liberals" fault. What was wrong with America could be blamed on organizations like the unions, and the "liberals". The filth and garbage of the content of the programming that big brother media puts out, was some how the fault of those who spoke for workers rights and civil rights.  Yet the owners of those multi-media corporations overwhelmingly support right wing politics and its message of greed and "anything for a buck" philosophy that hurts the American worker. 

The American worker was taught to fear the "communist menace" and many of us fought in Korea and Vietnam because we believed communism must be stopped. Now our masters have decided that communist slave labor is a good thing. We must compete against workers who work for a dollar or two a day and if the communist worker tries to form a union or better his lot, he may jailed. And if we, the American worker have any complaints, we are not very patriotic. After all "survivor island" is the real nature of things. We have been duped into thinking we will all be rich one day just like those people we see on television. We live out our life's in fantasy. We become the Donald Trumps and the Paris Hiltons. Aren't rich people great? Don't you want to be one? You can't buy a house, afford to fill you car up with gas, or get your kid health care, but big brother media lets you pretend for a minute that you are Paris or Brittany or Donald Trump. 

On this May Day, wake up American worker! It is time to come out of our stupor. Don't believe the lies that the media feeds day after day. The "liberal" media is a myth. Large international corporations own the media. They broadcast what serves their interests and helps keep you in line, even as your lot in life gets harder and harder. 

We may not come home any more with dirt under our fingernails and grease on our pants but we still work. We come home with aching backs and eye strain from sitting at our computers. We have health problems from driving our `big rigs' 70 and 80 hours a week. I knew some of the old timers in Detroit who got their teeth knocked out by Henry Ford's goons fighting for the 40 hour week. We have pretty much lost that. We must take it back. 

Nowadays Dad is working 50 or 60 hours a week and mom 40 or 50 to make ends meet. 
Good benefits are a rarity and getting scarcer. We can't afford housing or medical care. Gas prices are eating our budgets away. Yet this foul administration that is in charge in Washington now doesn't include gas prices and food prices in the inflation index so it can make itself look better and rip off workers whose contracts are attached to the inflation index. 

On this May Day 2008 a faint light is starting to flicker though. A glimmer of hope for the American worker is starting to shine. People are talking about taking back America. Workers are talking about jobs going overseas and unfair trade practices. A leap in understanding is slowly starting to take place as our life's become harder and harder. Many are starting to see the deceitfulness of big brother media and our current thoroughly corrupt and criminal administration.  

On this May Day 2007, let's hope for the day again when it is a good thing to be an American worker.  Stand up for your rights. Stand up for health care and fair wages! Keep social security! Recognize your brothers and sisters as your fellow workers, they aren't your enemies! "Love your neighbor" isn't just for Sunday, it's for Monday too. Your neighbor's plight is your plight.  Cooperate with fellow workers, competition and fear of your brother works to the wealth's advantage. Demand fair wages! Workers unite! 
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