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The Straits Area Concerned Citizens for Peace and Justice commemorated Michigan's 164 military deaths in Iraq by placing crosses on the lawn at the County Building on Monday. That was right and good. But the real issue for me is how do we reduce the occasions for such memorials. Unfortunately, while we desperately want to believe that these honored dead at least gave their lives for our freedoms or in defense of our country, it most cases it just isn't true. Indeed, according to the famous book by two-time Medal of Honor winner, Major General Smedley Butler, "War is a Racket" - the overwhelming reason for the deployment of military forces overseas has been to further U.S. corporate interests. According to the Navy Historical Center, we have been involved in over 230 military actions overseas - 60 foreign interventions since the end of WWII.

Since the dismemberment of the USSR over 20 years ago, there has been no other military threat to our existence. Yes terrorism is a threat, but not a military threat as even George W. has repeatedly acknowledged. Yet we spent $600 billion annually for our military, more than the rest of the world combined. We are the world's primary seller of military equipment. We have 250,000 troops in 700 military bases in 130 countries. We have 1.4 million in uniform and the Defense Department has 700,000 civilian employees As President Eisenhower warned in his farewell address--the military industrial complex has evolved into our premier self-fulfilling growth industry. If you build it, you tend to use it.

Of course, we are never told that we are sacrificing young lives and treasure for Exxon -- the targeted enemy is always a "growing threat to our freedom". The debate on our invasion in Iraq is now whether Bush lied to or was just mistaken about WMDs. Since when did "mistake" ever become morally sufficient to justify the massive death and destruction of war or our personal responsibility for letting it happen? In my lifetime, we have killed millions of civilians and destroyed two countries (Vietnam and Iraq) which posed no threat to us.

Perhaps it is time to remember the 1950 joint Congressional Resolution which established this "holiday". That resolution requested that "the President issue a proclamation designating May 30, Memorial Day as a day for Nation -wide prayer for peace." 
