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In “honor” of the approaching fifth anniversary of the fall of Baghdad, it is time to review some recent history. Since the 1950's we have had a steady history of very bad foreign involvements around the world. The U.S. frequently assisted in the toppling of leaders (many democratically elected) in order to put our preferred choice of dictator in power. This happened in Nicaragua, Haiti, Peru, Iran, Angola, Cuba, Chile and Vietnam.

Ever wonder why the Iranians toppled the Shah of Iran and took American hostages? The Shah was "our guy", we helped overthrow of an elected leader and installed the Shah, who was a brutal leader. His Secret Police (SAVAK) were well known for much torture and cruelty. 

It is estimated that almost 3 million Southeast Asians died as a result of our involvement in Vietnam. Over 58,000 Americans gave their lives to allegedly stop the spread of communism. Somewhat ironic that today, the communist regimes of Vietnam and China have become our major trading partners, while it is illegal for Americans to travel or send food or medicine to communist Cuba. 

The U.S. has turned its head to atrocity after atrocity. When the flow of blood ceased,  we then agreed an atrocity occurred. We sat and did nothing during the blood-baths in Rwanda, East Timor, Darfu. We did little to ease problems in Lebanon and Palestine.

Why do we have 170 military bases around the world? Do we really need them in Japan and Germany anymore? Why must the USA be the world's police force? We cannot afford this role. 

Can someone please explain why we need over 10,000 nuclear warheads? We have the capability right now of destroying the planet many times over. 

Now let's focus on George W. Bush's war/occupation. First back track to the past. The U.S. supported Saddam Hussein in the 1980's. We did little to protest when he gassed the Kurds-- after all Saddam was our ally in the Middle East and had started a war with Iran. Use of gas was fine with us when used against the Iranians. Saddam was actually surprised the U.S. made such a big deal over Kuwait, after all we SUPPORTED him in his war against Iran and our ambassador told him we took no position in his oil dispute with Kuwait, but that we wanted it over quickly.

Okay, we wrapped up that First Gulf War. Years of inhumane sanctions followed. We put an embargo on chlorine for water purification; we bombed anything that helped produce food---like baby formula factories. The sanctions led to the deaths of 500,000 Iraqi children.

Let's get to the Iraq of 2003-2008. When we invaded the population of Iraq was about 27 million people. Since 2003, over 4.5 million Iraqis have become refugees, half within Iraq. Most of the middle and professional classes have fled. Iraqi casualties are hard to determine, since the U.S. forbade such counts. Johns Hopkins conducted a study two years ago, they estimated that 655,000 Iraqi civilians died since the invasion of March 2003. Injuries are estimated to be between 3-4 million. 

Then there is the matter of depleted uranium, the gift that keeps on giving for millions of years. Cancers and birth defects are soaring like nowhere else. The ground, the air, the water is contaminated with depleted uranium. Our troops are going to pay the price as well of U.S. use of D.U. It's already causing many health problems in returning service persons and it can affect their unborn children. 

Almost one million Christians had lived peacefully in Iraq for over 2000 years. Today, more than half of these Iraqi Christians are gone -either killed or as refugees. Oil, electricity, clean water and food production is currently less today than before our invasion. Unemployment is over %50.

The latest poll shows that 82% if Iraqis (THE PEOPLE WE ARE ALLEGEDLY PROTECTING) want us to leave.

Over 4,000 US soldiers have died and over 30,000 have been injured.  We have spent almost $600 billion to date with long term estimates going as high as 3 trillion of our tax dollars. 

Iraq will go down in history as one of the most horrific acts ever by one people upon another. How many have suffered for George W. Bush, Dick Cheney and Donald Rumsfeld and their views of “this noble” and “romantic”  effort? The U.S. war hawks running the invasion totally destroyed a people and a country whose history predates the dawn of civilization. 

It was in Iraq that algebra was borne, it was in Iraq that written language arrived. What we have destroyed can never be made whole again and some (mostly the original jingoists) dare call this "success". Iraq had been a secular county and a check on Iranian expansion in the Middle East. The "democracy" now imposed on Iraq (why not Kuwait?) has transformed Iraq into three ethnically cleansed regions headed by Islamic law. Southern Iraq is now more loyal to Tehran than Baghdad.

According to Alan Greenspan, the primary reason for this adventure was oil.  Gas averaged $1.39 per gallon here on 1/20/01. Today gas is over $3 per gallon and heading towards $4. Yes, the Bush Administration could say: MISSION ACCOMPLISHED.

All this evil has been done in OUR name to a people, a country that never harmed us in any way, had nothing to do with 9/11, and never had ongoing WMD as stated by our liars in office and their media cheerleaders. It is a fact, that when the Bush took office, that officials as high up as Secretary. Colin Powell stated in early 2001, that Saddam Hussein was not threat to anyone and that he was contained via NO-FLY zones, We as citizens also failed to demand proof that Iraq was either responsible for 9/11 or was an imminent threat. 

Over five years ago, every major national church condemned our invasion as immoral and inconsistent with Christian doctrine, yet not one local minister publicly relayed this message in 2003 or has yet to publicly ask us to examine our conscience on this issue. Our thirst for revenge after 9/11 caused most Americans to ignore the many warnings that the Bush administration had not justified war and that our attack would only destabilize the entire region. 

After the terrible lesson of Vietnam, why did we let this happen again?

America it's time to wake up to what we've done. Don't let us continue on this path of bully on the hill, the path that has renamed torture as “enhanced interrogation” We are so much better than this. It is time to demand ACCOUNTABILITY as we recognize the fifth anniversary of the fall of Baghdad.

