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In response to a comment made by Ray Olson in 3/31/08 Cheboygan Tribune. Mr. Olson mentions the “nanny state”. Here’s my thoughts on “the nanny state”.

Most persons know the story of Ebenezer Scrooge from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. In one famous line Scrooge states it would be fine with him to decrease the surplus population, that population being the poor. 

Fast forward to USA, 2008: the middle class is being decimated and joining the ranks of the “poor”; America’s jobs have been sent overseas—in many cases possibly forever; as an industrialized nation we rank towards the bottom when it comes to educating our children; the corporatists want to end Social Security Insurance and have a new system based on Wall Street; and 47 million Americans still go without healthcare.

The results are in; the trickle down effect touted by Pres. Reagan has not worked. In fact Reagan’s trickle down policy was the start of the modern destruction of our once thriving middle class. Many may recall that George H.W. Bush referred to Reaganomics as “voodoo-nomics”.
Let’s compare average incomes of three groups of Americans since 1975, the vast majority—that’s most of us, the rich, and the superrich. In 1975 the average annual income for the vast majority was $29,968; for the rich it was $359,501, and for the superrich it was $3,430,164. 

So how does that compare with statistics in 2005? The vast majority average annual income was $29,143 a DECREASE OF  3%; for the rich the figure was $1,111,560 an increase of 209%; finally, the superrich in 2005 earned an average of $22,295,801 an astounding increase of 650%.  (Free Lunch by David Cay Johnston, who site Piketty and Saez).

Instead of money and jobs trickling down to the vast majority, America’s wealth is being redistributed to the already rich and superrich.
Meanwhile most libertarians and conservatives still feel the poor represent the largest drain on our economy, while remaining silent to all manner of subsidies and tax breaks and special rules for the obscenely wealthy (individuals and corporations); and silent on the billions and billions of dollars going to war-related corporations.

Let’s take a quick peek at local “poor” and the situation around them. Since the 1980’s (Reagan years), Cheboygan has lost factory after factory, while Cheboygan “gained” service-related jobs. Thus we traded good paying jobs that provided pensions and healthcare for jobs paying little more than minimum wage and usually NO benefits.

Most poor do not qualify for Medicaid, most low paying “service jobs” do not offer medical insurance, thus many of our neighbors are going without healthcare. 

As for cash assistance many still envision the “Welfare Queens” picture of welfare that the Rightwing propagandists would like you accept as the norm.

The number of cash recipients is not what you may envision.

You can go online to find the numbers of active cases via Michigan State website. But what that site won’t tell you is the SIZE of the cash grant. A grant can be as low as $10 per month! In addition recipients have a strict guideline to follow in order to receive benefits.

The food program is now an electronically issued benefit in many states. Due to the recession that many believe is already here, the Food Stamp program has reached an all time high, with 28 million persons now in need of food assistance in order to survive. Most of these are children. Should we, as a nation simply say “bah, humbug” as Scrooge might, and let 28 million citizens go hungry?
Most persons receiving assistance of any kind are WORKING POOR. They are doing the best they can in an era and environment that offers little opportunity. We’ve “under-educated” many, thus stifling any hope of climbing out of poverty.

Is it not a Christian tenet that we take care of the poor? Or, do we act as Ebenezer Scrooge, and send the poor to workhouses/poor houses, or perhaps into the streets?  Finally, think about the population that makes up “the poor”. We’re talking CHILDREN, ELDERLY, WORKING POOR, and DISABLED fellow citizens. Do not assume that the majority of the poor are “lazy, drug and alcohol addicts”. Millions of middle class people are a mere paycheck away from poverty themselves. The crime here is the system is taking from the poor and middle class and sending it into the pockets of the already super rich.
What America needs to be doing, and should be doing is investing in her people. Stop the economic drain on this country with needless wars. Instead, invest in the welfare of our citizens. All Americans deserve a right to healthcare. All Americans deserve a quality education in order to compete in today’s world. All Americans deserve the opportunity of decent employment—so give us job opportunities! We need to give ALL Americans a fighting chance at a good middle class life.
